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CONFLICT E: 
ONSCIENCE# 


OF A DEAR CHRISTIAN 
Named, 
BESSIE CLERKSON, 


In the Pariſh of Lanerk , under which ſhe 
lay three years and an half, 
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TO THE CHRISTIAN READER 


His Conference ( Chriji:an Reader ) came forth 
| J thefirſt by my kwowledge, 1 found the woras of t 
aear Defuntt of preater worth then that they ſhould fall 
the ground , and n0+.be gathered, So at laſt, as T wiſe ,} 
wrot ; bat not to put ont to the view of the world ; yet ſom 
have done it by an uncorrett Copy, wherein my words 4 
made hers at ſometimes , and hers mine Wherefore, att 
deſire of the Printer , and other good peeple, I have pro 
juſt Copy : entreatmg heartily the eAlmighty , that you w 
read it, may make profitable uſe of t, to his glory, and th 
everlaſting good, | _ "7 —"M 
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Thine in the Lord, 
Will, Leviogſtol 
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The Conflict of Colcience ofa dear Chriſtian ,named 
Beſhe Clerkſon, in the Pariſh of Lanerk, which 
ſhe lay under three years and an half, 


MINISTER 


"$4 #% Ellie, how are you ? - 
bi Þ + Bc//i: I tindthe wrath of an angry God, 
1 Þ Þ of a crabbed God, arid all the wrath yow 


<+ &Þ Fn is come > 4 op now ;1 find 
1m daily coming againtt me, 

f PSS od - M. Boke,God will for good endslet hig 
{ own dear children taſte of his anger and wreſtle with his 
a wrath i; this world, that they be not caſten up in a dead 
j fleep offleſhly ſecurity, ard to periſh with the wicked of the 
] world. in that great wrath that is to be revealed, & to bring 
Ithem to a batred of fin, and ſorrow for it; and to teach them 
how far they arc obliged tothe Son of God , who bath for 
q them undergone the full weight of that wrath (for your 
{trouble is þut a ſpark of that fire wherewith Chriſt was 
fburnt up in aſacrifice tothe Father ) & that our heart being. 
»rack-d with terror,we may be made for the greater peace, & 
"the calm after the tempeſt may be the ſweeter when ib 
"comes, & Gods glory the greater , & more manifelt in that 
;dealing; and caſten down, & piunging 1n the hel}, & teaving, 
gain to the heaven : and this ſort of dealing drives Atheiſm 
2 out of the heart, 

B, Tarn not a devil to contemn God, and Icannot pet. 
Faith to believe in Gad, 
j M. Itiz adegree cf faith, to find tife want of faita zit is 
ep of greater growth, 
When I was about to comfort her,fhe ſaid, Will ye ſpeak 
o meas yeſhould, and ſay, Thou wretched ſinful and wicks 
td woinan ; and not £8] me tweet words, 
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4 The Conflift in IR BPeN 
I anfwer her , No, Bzitie, I muſt oot meaſure you as Y 
do yotr lelf, by your own ſenſe ; but to teach you to ho 
Have hope , and ſay with Job, Lord, if thou wilt flay me. 
Twill trutt in "hh 
B, O there was grace there ; but there is a great differ 
tion betwixt Ged and me;:I am caſt away.O that this wake! 
ning bad come twenty years lince ! But row my time Il 
loſt, Many comes to Word and Sacrament, that knows Do 
what they are doing, The morn when Gods people come 
to tiear you, I carnotcome ; Iam caſt aide, | 
M. Ir is yet the acceptable time, wherein the Lord ma 
be found. he is yet upen the throne of orace : Give no place 
to ſuch ſuggeitions of fatan & diſtruittul cogitations, aritin 
of your corruptions ; and where you cannot come to th 
Word,that is not to belaidto your charge,It is not av argu 
ment of Geds anger, when one by ſickneſs or trouble | 
withholden, who would fain be there t.but ſeek you 
prayer to God who by his Spirit will teach you inwardly 
and ſupply the want f the means by an inward working, 
| When I preſſed to perſwade her, that God in his own 
time would eaſe her, I cannot find that , ſaid ſhe, 
_ MW, Albeit ye feel it not, pray that the Lord would r: 
, member mercy 1zith truth , ag the Prophet Has, z, 5, Mercy in 
wrath , ſaid ſhe ; O that is aſtrange word! O for abſolu 
tion ! O for a drop fo cool. my tormented foul 7 O that þ 
could win a ftep nearer him? 
M, Blef{-4 are they that hunger and thirft , for they ſhal be ſa 
zisf-d, It is the Lord who is our ſuttciency , who work 
the will and th= deed: It is he who wakens thoſe delires it 
yer, and he will work the work, | 
When TI had ſaid . rhe Lord dealt with her as he doth t 
humble ber, To humble me , ſaid ſhe, and that I am : chq_ 
cat that tits there, is in a bettec caſe then I am, I ſhal beak 
down this carcaſs with beer-bread and waterzbut that dot 
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' of Belo e Cine, | Les S ih | 
not he torn, When her ſervarit-woman. ſaid, You are a good. 
body ,and began te:commend her, Ceaſe, (Ad ſhe, I am but 
a dop,and worle then a dog ; Gads wrath is 01 ine, tor my 
 invitibleſins 2 and if I were away,chere would be none but 
Chriſtians on the earth, I know Chriſt would po betwixt $ 
me and all my fins, but one; I will not lain it, ner hide it; le | 
Is delpair, | 

M, You are very ſeofible of your unbelief, and God will, | <- 
make yu alfo fenhble of alively faith ere all be done, tor | 
9 litt Je while hath he forſaken youzas be ſaith, 1/a, 54, 7.8 q 10, 
but Twith great compaſSion Twill þ: gath: 'r yours, For 8 moment in his 
anger hath be hid his jace from you, for a latle ſ:aſon. but with 
rg” mercy will be bave compaſiion on you, And 10,1 H 

O-thou aj A-d and 1ofſ:d with temp: /t ! 

B, Is it God that doth this to me? Can Gad [ poil himſelf? 
T had faith and prayer, now they arerett , cut and ſpoyled, 
Can God doit ? Will God rob bimſelf ? Will he take away 
the matter of his'own glory ? I am aſhamed to look any man 
in the face,I have loſt the favor of God & man, O for a drap 
of grace! O for as much faith as a grain of mullard teed !. 
M, It is the Lord that deals with you, but net torob your 
faith, which is his gift z and once given, cometh never under 
provocation : : Yet it continueth not ay in alike vigar and 
? ficength, but will ofr come under a great eclipſe; & be bran= 
+ led with doubtings. & ſhaken with tears;for there is no per- 

{ fe&tion here! and allthis exerciſe is to add ltrength, that the 
wreltling with God, as Jacob did, may prevail in end ; and 
- | thatis not loft, your earneſt delire evidently declareth, And 
' when I ſhew her that we walked by faith, not by feeling, 
and mult not meaſure our ſelves , ror Gods goodneſs and 
love by our ſenſe, She anſwereth. It faith do it not, I have 
done with it, When cre beſide ſpake to her of Gods favor 
6: preſence, ſhe faid, God, if I were as fare of it, as you are, 
I have (aid ſhe) hai Gs, feet ,eyes.knees; I can do any thing 
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but one, I cannot believe: Well were the ſoul that ever it was 


/*Andafter I bad prayed for her, and preflzd by ſome Pry 
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The conflitt in Con/tience 


ordained that had faith, O the great want of taith aid juve 
to Gad in thelſz days ; It was never lets. and they wili 6nd. 
one day whatitis to want it, Onz thing holds me from God, 
it is unbelief, Gods hand is fore en me ; 1 weuld tain be-' 
Jieve, Pray, pray, pray (faid ſh-) ye that have faith, 

M. The Lord who w.ll not break che broited reed, nor. 
quznch the ſmoking flax , will bring your detire, and theſe | 
weak beginnings toa greater grawth 6: perfe&tion; for faith. 
oproweth by degrees,as that bhndmans fight, Mark 8, 24,25, 

When I told her of God: dealing with his own, by divers 
ſorts of trouble in mind; body at deftate : ſhe anſwereth, Na' 
trouble tothe trouble in mind, 1 care not {'aid ſhe) for legs, 
arms,eyesz& all the reſt. if I could get aSifort in the blood 
of Jeſus, I would not care my carkaſs lay lame, leper , ſick, 
ſore,ſo that my mind were pacified, and at one with God, I 
care not for all ſatans aſſaults,if he were even ſtanding there; 
ſo that I could find God with me , and not apainft me, Wait 
on ( faid I )the Lord will come, She anſwereth, He cometh 
daylyin wrath, But he will come in mercy (aid I) in his own 

time, She anſwereth , Ever ſince this bred in me, you faid 
that, but I can never find it: I wonld willingly loſe my ſouh; 
if I could get faith Well is the ſoul that ever it was ordained 
of God, that pets the comfort ofthe boly Ghoſt ? ; 
M, Would you not { B-ilie) he one of his? Wally, wally;\ 
faid ſhe. to be one of bis to have ope drop of grace from hig 
finger end, Who would not be one of his ? Then faid 1, 
Bleſled are ye : For #1. fd are they that hunger £5 thirffl for righe 
Zeouſneſs, for they ſpal te jatinſfc 4d, Bleſſed are they that ſeek in 
fncerity to be one of that ſociety of the Saints of God t ta 
have the comfort of that communion and priviienss of hi 
 p2ople ; For 3/:/7-4,Plal. 33.1 2.arc the ſe people whoſe God is thi 
T.ord.eurn the people whom he bath choſen j»r his own inheritance, 
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as | of Br/Jie Clerkſyn, a. 
7@ | ef Scripture to comfort her, ſhe ſaid, It is heavy tomy heait 
thoſe admonitions ard prayers,and to get nopart.of ein in 
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my foul, and not to find him whom you feek, 


What ſhal I do? Whether ſhal Irun toſeek God to grip bim? 
| I cannot get grips faftned on him, Dear Miniſter ( [aid fhe ) 
ſej tell me why {in bath procured this, that I am ſach a ſpeQacle 
thy to the world by all others ? Heard you, read you. knew ye 
# ever one like me ? Then I fſhew her of Job Jerefnie, David, 
H: z.kiah, and others, And albeit ( Beflie ) to your teeling, 
ye cannot get grips faſined on him , yet affuredly he bath 
grips faſtned on you : The good Shepherd hath you in bis. 
} hand, and none ſhal pluck you outof it, | 

B. I think if ever I had faith, I could not have loſt it. 
M. Your defire which God reputes for faith ,. bath the 
re;} ſame promiſe of ſatisfation which faith bath made unto it, 


1}. vation. Ilive withoot faith t 1 live and worſhip not God, 
{ Icanfind rocomfort from God nor man : my life is miſe - 
rable and comfortleſs, That is even Jobs coltalatee faid I, 
Fob 3, 20,21, So albeit ye be comfertleſs to your ſenſe , yet 
| you are not marrowlets , and hath the Saints ſubje& to the 
{ ſame tentation and tribulation withyout and ye ſhal get in 
ly; the Lords mercy,a bleſſed outgate with them;yea, although 
his} we be never witnels to it, yet you your ſelf ſhal feel it, 
, I,; B Iamthe moſt miſerable and wretched creature in the 
4 world; for my fins are hid to my felf, and knawn to God, 
M, 'Beff e,God is not ay purſuing in, when the ſonis of 
his Saints are perplexed and purſued with horrors : 8: : forth 
mo iniquity in Facob, nor fin in 1/342, albeit it fetteth ns to ſeek 
{ them out, & to ſorrow for them t he hath other ends where: 
fore he dealeth with his own ' namely that he may ſhow 53s 
geg] work,aad ploritie his Name , as Chriſt ſaith of the blind mar; 
of Jobn 9, 3, After I had prayed, faid ſhe, If Y Our prayers have 
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She ſaith again, Whether ſhal I turn ? Whether ſhal Ig6 J 


She anſwereth. I would be burnt quick to be ſure of fal- 
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The confli ft in Conſcience 
a good pround, arid be accorug to Gods will it is the bets 
ter. it will be the better heard, But that it is . id 1. I have, 
a warrant to mourn 2 and to pitty and pray for all that are in, 
trouble, chizfly of. my own flock. Y.ur warrant were the: 
better ſaid ſhe, if I were one of Chritts lock-; bappy is that: 
ſoul thatis o e of thoſe, Bur ye are one of thoſe Jag1l, Ye 
have-ay faid'that, ſaid ſhe; but I can never tind it, You will, 
find it. ſaid 1, in the Lords timettarry his |eaiure it will come, 
with comfort. Tarry mutt 1 faid ſhe, where ſhall flee or flit} 
he cometh ay in due time t but be cometh to me in wrath, 
When I r-membred her ot ]: b, whotad . 1 rhou wrlt ſlay 
 meyyet 1 villtraff im thÞe, She anfwereth. Where will ye get 
the like of Job No, not among you all that ace Minifters, 
Fathitul was he. bur I have none:no ſalvation tor me, Then? 
to try her, I ſaid, Will you ſel] me:your dart of it, your right 
aud kindne fs? What ſhal I give you for it? It you bave none, 
you may the better cheap quiteit , and I will give you, She 
anſwereth; Way ſcorn you me. a Willy poor waeman. and ye 
a wiſe man, I would buy and not ſell If ] had ten thouſand 
millions of gold, it I had a thonfand worlds,if it were to by 
bought for money, I woul! give you all for it, 

 M. I faidnot this to fcorn you, Beffie ,, but to draw ont 
your delire by this demand. asit doth: + whereby itiseatie ta} 
diicern that ye have a ſure tittle to that (alvation , _— 
it ſzem tint to your lelf, 

B, I haveno pleaſure in any thing , neither i in hosband,, 
nor child : I can do nothing bot Gn t my life is all fin ; and if 
were to pea] the bark off a cale caftock and eat ' I hp in che 
doing of it; why live I then, I canrot die . ſaid fh> $1 can} 
not live! they bary a carcaſs : Will they bu vie, 3 carcak 
of fin, yea, fn it elf, 

When I asked at ber.It ſhe defired me rey?She anſwered 
O that his defire to me were as great as mine to him ! O fa 
a look of love ! Cry,anc pray, faid I; for the Lord hath raid. 
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of B:ſſre Clerkſon, 
ets | | Seck aud ye ſhal find; krock , and it ſhilbe opened unto you, My 
Ve} prayer, laid ſhe, is cepelled. my cry isnot ceſpe&ted it doth. 
19,] no.gogd I cannot have faith except Ged pive it; none have 
he any grace but from him: happy are they that can bleſs bim , 
nat rw call upon his Name, 
Ye M, Ard happy are they, Beſlie, that connts them happy; 
vill} & would with all their heart be of that 6amber ,as ye would, 
me, B. That lionein the wall bath as great appetit to any bo- 
12} dity comtort of meat, drink, clothes or iuch like,as I bave; 
th, | I cannor get the comforts of the holy Spirit, 
(lay M, When I prayed tor that conſolation to her, that folid 
Pel] comtort which is firorger then tentation , tribulation, or 
8] death it ſelf ſhe ſaid Why ware ye your prayers on ſuch a 
zen vile wretch; God hath counted the rumber,, and gathered 
path them and I am one mo, I will not believe you. laid | ,Belbe, 
ne; albeit y e believe the luggeftions of ſatan in your falle beart, 
Shel it is Shore in the account of God. & I will pray for you, 
that it may be reveal-d to you, and pray you with.me, Ard 
after I had prayed ſh- ſaid, Sayings will not do it, 'you do 
your part; but if God work not, and he give it rat, £ cannot 
have comfort, Can any. have grace ol} God giveit 2 Can 
that fone believe ? Yer, Beilie, ſaid T, 12t ps uje the means, 
and do according to Gods dire@ion i in his wor d. & walt on 
till he who hath wounded, heal atain,and he w Jl make light 
ariſe in the midi of your darkneſs. the light of conſolation in 
the darkneſs of perturbation, and calm the tempeſt that is in 
your conſcience, 

B, There is no friend to that ſou] that is nnder Gods feed 
I am. under Gods feed; and my husband, children, NOF any 
Qther, are friends to me 2 nay, not my own felt is a friend to 
my ſelf : 4s for my corps, I care not it were caſ} up to the 
heaven. and kepped upon iron gi ags fo my foul had p2ace, 

M, Beihie,many have peace with theſelves that have none 
wich Gad, as ſecure finners feeping in tin, & crying peace g 
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for thy own fake, for Chritt hath not r-deemed all Beſliey.' 


The Conflit in Conſcience | 
and ſeme have peace with God that have none with thems } 
ſelves ; and as many have not the grace and faith, which they: 
think they have, io ſome have the grace and faith , which] 
they think they have not, h 

B, Icare not for mine own damnation, if God be glori. jj 
fied : what reck of meit he gets his own glorie. | 

M, Bellie , Afſure your felt theſe are not the wiſhes and j 
words of a calt-away, and Gods glory be dear to you, you | 
and your ſalvation are dear to him, 

When I asked if ſhe took meat to refreſh her body ? ſhe 
anſwered, No, all craves that, both faithful and untaithtul, 
albeit the unfaithful be unworthie ofit, for they canvot ylo- 
rife that Gad that gives it, 

When I d-bred ber to pray ſhe anſwered. I have no war-| 
rand, and have many lets, Will you fay, faid I God be mera 
ciful to me, for Jeſus ſake t ſhe faid, God be merciful to me,, 


ſaid T, ye molt {eek in the Name of Jeſus , whom the Father, 
bath ſealed in whom alone he is reconciled with us, ard for; 
whoſe fake he g:veth grace and mertie ; lay your compt, 
you will never come to the Father, but by him. 
M. B, Doye not pray when ye are alone? She anſwered; 
I will not commend my ſelf. When one parting with ber ,] 
ſaid, God be with yor, Beſſie, She anſwered. God forbid he. 
were with you, as lie is with me, O thereisa great change: 
coming, a fearful alteration, a cup of wrath coming, we are. 
eonceived and born in fin, and what ſhal be the end of fin? 
M, Indeed, Beftie, 6n hath fearful effe&s; but bleſſed be 5 
the Son of God Jeſus, who faveth his people from their (in, 
There is nn coffdemnation to them that are in Chrift, ! 
B, I know if the devi] were chained chere be{ide me, he } 
cannot withooge Gods permiſſion, hurt an hair of mine head, | 
but God b-ing avory with me,he turns him looſe,and all his. 
inftraments agaialt me, f 
M, B-/ie | 


RS min a= 


_ | M, Beſſjeithe Lord loojſed bim upon Jobybut ſo many links only, 
N- phat be wan to his goo d children. bo iy, but not bis life, far leſs to his 
eYJ:[cu). The Lord + ill not give the foul of his turtle to the beaſt, 
cli good ſhepberd hath you in his band, and nene ſhal pluck 
— you ont otit, whatever be your fear$, doubtings, or appre- 
He fheotons under your trial , ard preſent delertion, 
' When (ome ſtand:vg by !paketo het ſhe ſayes, Take all that 
'd }to your felt that you la; to me, ye have no borrows, no afſu- 
DU france more vor 16 knows not but ye come in the like caſe, 
M. Indeed we ſhould take our waining by you, and we 
he have all mitter to gather & lay up againſt the hour of temp. 
Jl, Jtation. I coming to her faith , Beſſie , Have ye gotten any 
o=- $comtort yet? She anſwered, When God fends it. I will getir, 
Batſeck ye it vot, (aid 1? ſhe anſwereth, What avaiteth 
words, when there is nothing within ? When I was bleſſing 
the Lord, ſhe doubled the word , and ſaid. Bleſſed be he, 
4 bleſſed be he, Othat I could glorifie,O that I could get grips 
F faſined on him, I ſee, Befhie, faid I , albeit you pray not, yet 
you praiſe and bleſs God, I cannot. (aid the, bleſs him, he is 
F bleſſed in himfelt, and I never heard him blaiphemed, bur I 
was prieved atit, Thad rather have heacd the evil ſpirit na- 
| med ten times then him once blaiphemed, Fy on them that 
dy cannot bleis, and yet will blaſpheme him, 
zh WhenlT earncſlly prayed for her , ſhe ſaid, Why take ye 
164 pains on ſuch a vile wretched creature ? I would Beſſie, ſaid 


As | are founded on that old father Adam fearful is their eſtate, 
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12 The Conflift in Conſcience 
When I was poſing her with fome queſtions abont inwar 
eſtatezſhe ſaid, Why examine ye me to fore, ye ute ſharp exa 
mination, aid yet ye will not be my Ju:ige. Beſsie [ad 1, | 
would know your confiitution, that I may the better knoy 
bow to deal with you :I am about to infirut a; d comtorfy 
you , to ute the means, and beg a blefsirg trom God npo 
them : and I have ſeen when ye were betrer content that 
cantered with you,and prayed for you, She anſwered, It 
is a token that I g=t ima! comfort by them. The Lord : {a 
I, Befsie hath that to give, he hath rot concredited the difl. 
penlation of a dram weight of grace to man or angel, h 

keepeth that in his own hand. &diſpenſs when, & to wbo 
and after what meaſure and manner he pleaſes: But I ſee-th 
devil in your corruption , is not content the means be uſe 
She anfwered.I find the devil, the world and the fleſh tights 
ing againſt me : I te} both ſatans aſſaults, andly und 
Gods wrath alſo,which is a feartul caſe t what reck of all (: 
tans aſſaults, if Tlay not under Gods wrath, EE 
M, The greater battel, Beſsie, the greater victorie 2 I ſe 
great conflict in you, and you your (elf finds it . as you con 
teſs ; yet happy are ye who are purſoed by fatan , and nof 
poſſeſt by him, & under peace with him, The Lord hath di 
vided betwixt you and him, and drawn you to that ſid 
whereon the feed of the woman is : I find faith 6ghting in} 
you agaicſt unbelief, 8& where faith and unbelief ace in one; 
foul fighting, faith ſhal ever prevail, By faitly is our victory 
x Fob, 5,4, And what is the conditien of the Chriſtian evet 
after his calling,but to feel his troubleſome conflict betweer 
nature 2nd prace ſpirit and fleſh,the old man and the new! 
Bat bielſ2d be God who ſhal tread ſatan under feettſo albeit 
this battie be bu:thenſome, yet let this bear you up, that the' 
Lord in end ſhal give you the victory over all your enemies,} 
It weceſaid ſhe, a great comfort tomeif I were perſwaded} 
of it : but 1cannot be quite of infidelity and deſpair, Welf 
i 


of Beſrie Clerkſon, T3 
the ſoul that ever it came into the world, that can be freed 
© Jot anbelict,and grace to believe, Lord, baniſh the devi), &T 
"IF ſhal believe, and ſome Gentlemen at d others being with 
2OF me ſhe vireRs her fpeech to them, tayirg; Ye Gentlemen Ge 
fG mplie,and all,let wy caſting back be your forward coming, 
| Well areye that can belicve and pray ; but I have vone, I 
"4 bave bo wit inthe world, either to bleſs God, or to benet:8 
-my ſelf, Many thouſands get grace ai.d faith, avd 1 would 
as tain have it as any of them, 
M, Bellie, God meaſureth his own by their unfained de- 
re; and what you weuld be in an hearty affection, that ye 
are in the compt of God ; 6: that ſecret ſeed of grace, which 
in this exerciſe under the aſhes of your corruption lyeth hid, 
't and dead as it were, like ſeed in the'ground, or hot coals un- 
7 der aſhes, ſhal hereafter in the mercy of God bud and break 
; forth; for it may be diſcerned already in theſe divine detires 
iÞ your eſtimation of the bleſſedneſs of thoſe that believe , 
and affeion to be one of that number, Beſhe, is there any* 
; comfort come yet? She anſwereth,if it were come, it would 
; kyth,it would bud forth. O't & many a time have you ſaid 
.f comfort was a coming, but I cannot find it, Alace ! I aman 
{ out-law to God ; I weep in the night when I ſhould fleep; I 
"} mourn when others are merry , I am bound when they are 
free; I bave alongſome lair.a fearfn] & ſore lair here, when 
others go up avd down, to and fro; Iam a wonder to the 
world, and I am worthy to be fo, 
M, Beſbe, lorg delay is not an argument of utter denyal; 
ard where ye mourn, when others are merry, itis better to 
-: goto the houſe of mourning then of feaſting. Bleſſed are they 
it that mourn((aith Chriſt )4ur 200 to th: m that laugh, We are here 
In the valley of tears, and kir gdom of patience, The Lord 
+ Will wipe the tears from your eyes;be is leading you by hell 
5. toheaver, and throngh many tribulations ard zffiiftions to 
| bis Kingdom:;peace ſhal be the end of your battels, and reſt 
the 
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x4 The Confl,ft in Conſcience * Ya 
the end of your trauble, We have, Beflie, brought you g- 
drink of wine tocontort your fpirit, Wine ( ſaid ſhe) the? 
worſt water in the wellis over good for me, I will have n@! 
wine;why ſhould 1 have the benefit when it is neither bleſs : 
ſed to me,neither can I bleſs him that gives it } I care not for | 
outward bodily comforts, lince I cannot get the inward and 
ſpiritual, Will ye ſeek it of God ( Bellie ) in the Name df 
Jeſus, Lord, it thou wilt ( ſaid ſhe ) the Lord bath powetp 
enough ; but not finding faith in Jelus. ſhe ſaid, ſhe wanted 
a warrand to (eek itin his Name, I will ſhow you a warrand 
(Beſhe ) his own command with a promiſe,Pf, 50, 15, 1» 7h 
day of thy trouble, &c. 1, Jobn, 2, 23, This is bis commandment , 
zhat we believ:,&c, Alto he calleth Matth, I 1, on the weary 
& laden , promiling to eaſe them;you cannot deny but you) 
are both weary & laden under the load, therefore you are} 
called inzand the more miſerable you are, you are the meet.} 
er obje& for mercy to work on, Will ye fly trom the Savior, 
becauſe you are loſt?or from the Fhyſician, becauſe you are} 
fick? Alacecſaid ſhe)I cannot find a warrand,I find a wrongf 
warrand, What call yon a wrorg warrard.ſaid I? I cannot} 
find Chriſt ( ſaid ſhe } and any thing bekde him is wrong, | 
' _ M, But ſay. Jeſus. ivterceed for me, I will not blaſpheme| 
him(ſaid ſhe) nor be aliar:1 am aliar great enough already: | 
for me to ſpeak the words in my mouth without faith in my | 
heart , what is that but to take his Name in vain ? ; 
M, Shal I pray for you, B-fh1e ? What gaod(faid ſhe)can | 
I g<t by your prayers, except I had a heart to pray my ſelf, | 
I bave many things to ſeek, it I could get faith to believe, & | 
reliet to my ſpirit , and what matter of ſaws then? When I | 
ſee that I ſaw not, then ſhal I do that I did not, Theſe three, 
years [ hadr:ot a faithfal defire ; indeed I thooght it came all 
from your own mouti, all the inlack of my prayers, 
M, How fo, Belle? what heaid you me ſay? That prayer | 
availed not.ſaid ſhe\M.1 have oft canplained of our prayers, | 
: Aa). 
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: of B://ie Clarkſon, rg 
'Jas I had juſt cauſe, & that Gd might be angry againſt them, 
on $ 2/2), 81, 9, and might repel them, it he dealt in juſtice with 
the Us; but this was not to make us leave off prayer, but tore. 
\ ned pent and pray more fervectly, But the time hath been when 
lef} you delighted in prayer,ſaid I, She anſwered, I found com= 
fog fort then in prayer 3 I bad nocomfort butin prayer : I had 
and many calamities,& whom to ſhould I ſeek but to God? And 
4 oft went I to him with a grieved heartthad I God what reck 
t of allthe world ? What reck who be againſt them , it he be 
| with them ? But if a ſoul be under Gods feed, what availeth 
friends, kin, jewels, and all the world ? Oh , and alace for 
ever, that I ſhould want that bleſſing and favor that he be- 
Rows on ſo many ! Alace, I have gotten the poor mans ans 
yi ſwer, You will not be ſerved, 


M, Take not that anſwer ( Beſſie) continue crying and 


' poor woman of Canaan , that would not take a repulſe, or 
| nay-ſay, was ſatisfied in end, But I am rone of his tide, ſaid 
ſhe, Beſſie (ſaid I) who teld you that?The devil would bave 
| you think ſo:6 will you take his teſtimony againſt you, who 
4 isa liar fromthe beginning.and nat the witneſs of the verity 
& Word of God with you? Believe not ſatan,nor your own 
| falſe heart; I krow God in his own time will give you cofort, 

 B, Theknowſledge is yours ( ſaid{he) but the forrow is 
; mine. Well is the ſoul that getteth the holy Spirit co ſeek grace 
; and mercy at his hands. Well is the ſou] that getteth the be=- 
netit and the blesfing with it; but fie on them that countsthe 
fore afore the glory,the fore of the earth before the glory of 
' Heaven;itis no fore to them, but a fearful curſe, Alace I have 
{ Jorg tolive, and a wretched life; I weary up, and I weary 
e | down, fighs helpnot , ſobs help not, groans help not, and 
þ Prayeris faint,It is a fearful calamity to have wo here, & wa 
| hereafter;to have hell here,and bell hereafter ior ever, The 
matter is the leſs they that get a light life,and a lightſom life, 
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| knocking; for he hath ſaid, Scek,and you ſha) find. And to the 
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will eaſe you and ſpeak peace to ” T cannot ( faid ſhe 
_ End you a good fpay-man, 


faid I, What reck of words, (aid the , 


aid ſhe, ſhal never periſh Bur ye are one of thoſe , Beſſie , 


believe you who believes not him who hath all power , and | 
is trath itſelf? I would fain ſeek God, but I feel my ftops and. | 
lets,and my prayers are dung back, If any had bart four and } 


n6 The conflit in Conſtience 
that many have, but it is moſt wotui a: d doleful to have wes 
bere,and wo hereafter for ev er,I will tell you my teltament! 
T have been in bell thete many Pears, and I louk never fag! 
another heaven, O wretch that I am 7 4lace, tor ever, thergr 
is a great flie coming, a feartul cup.avd I will get my ſhare of;* 
it; and it is nothing! tee] here, to that I teel tor ever, of 
M, Betlie,the Lord corrects you here that you periſh nob? 
with the worid for ever, He woundeth , and he will heaF! 
again , albeit you can neither think it | Dor feel it, nor hopg! 
for it; yetio his Name I will affure you, in his own time heſ 


M, Yetit ever,Be(lie, I ſpeak true,you will find it: I p: 04þ 
miſe you in the Name of the Lord, She anſwered, The! 
Lords Lievtenant wi!l be loath tolie;well is his Lievtenant, 
Whem call you {aid I, his Lievtenai:t ? You, ſaid ſhe, and!t* 
ſach as you; Ye arecenants.and not Maſters, Brflie,grip toi" 
the promiſe of mercy . hope above hope, I have not, ſaid|' 
ſhe, that gift of my felf,if God give me it not, Seek it of Godg}? 
{hnce I cannot get 
mends to my inward parts, I am ſure,laid I if you ſhould g@ 
to hell, Beſſie, you would go to hell with love ro God, She | 
anſwered, What reck of my love to him lince he hath none 
to met} if he had love to me,all were well, Bur he loves you, | 
Beſſie , before you loved him , tar your love is the effect of | 
his; and they whom he loveth, can never periſh, His own , 


and hath right to the promiſe, She anfwered , How ſhal I 


ewenty hoars, yea,a touch of that,nnder which I have lyen 
theſe three years , they would think their cafe fearful, and 


would givea world (ifthey bad it) tor a blink ob bis rom 1 
Ccued + 
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of Beſr1e. Clerkſon, 1-7 
weed face, But my calamity will make others run and cry for 
ne{mercy;my grief 6: diſpleaſure is your joy and gladneſs, How 
fadfo i Besfie ) we take no pleaſure in your grief, She anſwe« 
-rered. A Chriftian that is fealed ſeeing me,will flee to mercy as 
ofa bird ; but I want wings, After I had prayed for ber, ſhe 
[faid, If God wonld give me a heart to give you thanks for 
104 your good prayers, I would give it 2 andif I bad a motion in 
eabthe cight way of ſalvation, O as I ſhanid run and flee to him 
pelike a bird ! God be bleſſedfaidT, I ice ſome fore-running 
heftoken of his coming with comfort, She anſwered, They are 
vtbut ſaber and ſmal tokens, Your wards (faid I ) ſmel fome- 
times of the Spirit of grace and faith , and ſometimes of the 
fleſh, infidelity and infirmity; for the prayers of the Saints are 
he! oft like a fire, which at the firſt hath ſmoke and reek, with 


at, | out light or heat ; but breaketh out ere all be done into a 


ad: clear light, and comfortable.heat ; as may be ſeen in ſundry 
to; of Davids Pſalms. where he begins with heavy plaints, and 
id | endeth in heavenly praiſes ard prayers ere all be done. 

+ Atanother time, I asked, it any comfort was yet came ? 
She anſwered. Dolor was come, but no comfort, You are 
troubled with me ir Polpit,and out in Palpit,and in coming 
.unto me day after day; will you make you quite of this cum=-- 
ber. Beſsie (ſaid I) Ithink no cumber of it, it is the duty of 
Fray calling, and would God you got camfort by it, But how 
ſhal I free my felf of it > She anfwered , | Cut me off, And 
wherefore (ſaid I) would ye have me, or any, taking your 
blood upon ns,and {in on our fouls, Nay , no fn, faid ſhe, 
for there is good cauſe, What cauſe?ſaid I, What have you 
Cone deferving death? Is not unbelief, ſaid ſhe , the greateſt 
fininthe world, and I am guilty of it. We have ſaid I, no 
warrand for that t again,you are not void of faith, however 
n your wreſlling with unbeiief. you think ſo,and you would 
ain believe, and be freed of unbelief , that yau might fay 
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8 The conflict in Conſcience 
in this againſt your will, you are fpititually oppreſſed, an 
graans to God under this bondage, Then ſhe uttereth thet 
words, O that I could pet this teuntain of faith, a ſterv of it 
O as grace would yrow/JO for a bleſſed blink of the favor 
able tac: of the Father ar the faithful © O to win to the 
boly fountain * Tknow he is ready to give, it I were read 
to receive and feek ; Glory pertaineth to him, and glorihe 
ſhal be be, I pray you, Belsie , teek on, and glorifie bim b 
incalling of his Name t Pray him io Jetus Name,to be merc| 
ful to you and help your unbelief, I can ( faid ſhe) name J« 
ſus;but he will not be pleaſed with words , except I had 
warrand of faith in. my heart to ſeek by, M, Yet will yo 
ſay the words; I zhiok there is none but you, but they will d 
this much for me, Many ſpeaks them ( ſaid ſhe ) with littl 
faith, but I dare not that I draw not down bis puniſhment: 
M, Betsje , be will never be angry tbat you pray bim t 
| okay himlelf, in giving you an heart to believe in him, 
ave greatlets , ſaid ſhe, M, But pray bimtota'ce them 
way, Think you (ſaid ſhe) that be to do while now? M, By 
continue and let me hear you, and be a witneſs to it : do th 
for my pleaſure, It were my awn pleaſure and good ( ſai 
ſhe ) if I could do it rightly, it were my own well : But Gol 
bath a work to work with me, that you never ſaw the like « 
it, Belsje,pray God it Jeſus, that it may be a work of mercy 
to biz glory,and your ſalvation, She anſwered, I will tell yo 
my mind, Jeſus is ajuft One without exception, not like th 
falie fleſh of this generation , he will loſe none of his own 
And though they fall feartully, be will raiſe then: again; br 
thofe that he bids not of, he pives thein no grace to ſee 
him , whereot I am one, I can name him , and ſpeak an 
words 2s you hear ; my mouth ſhould be opened to feek, 
my, here were opzned to believe , but it is clofed ; I ma 
mourn for it, but I ezonot meud it;bur. Lord mend it; Lord 
mend it, Sees {aid I; for Chriſts fake, I want Faith (aid ſhe 
| I kno) 
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of Beſſie Clerkſon, 19 


+ I know the fin of man is not ſo great , but Gods mercy is 
oreater to forgive it, where they can repent and believe, Bub 
I have not this grace ot my ſelf,if God give it not; Pray that 
'ye may be preſerved from the peril and plague that is to 
' come on me, Well are them that are grounded on Chrift, 
' well is them that are brethren and fifters to him, O chat I 
- were one of them ! O that thoſe that are come out of my 
loins would ſeek to him , ard bleſs him ! O that the Grace- 
piver would give me grace to believe,G give him glory and 
I ſhould bleſs him, and give him thanks and praife, and ho- 


nor and glory for ever, Oh, that I could get an heartto give. 


him thavks for any thing he ſends, Why ſhould not I be can- 
tent with his will ? O that I could welcome his fend, how 
bitter ſoever, and reverence the ſender ! What reck of me 


if he get his own glory:but, alace ! I have many wants, ma- | 


f ny woes, wangrace, wanchance,no weals : I am forely ſhas 
at ken, a fore ſhake of wrath is come on my ſoul, | 


M. He ſhakes you (Bellie) to make you ſure, If it were 
fo( ſaid ſhe) I would ſeek to him, The tentation (faidTI). 


dings you from that you defire,and you are greatly wound- 
ed in your fpiritoal battle + but what reck of a wound ta 
him that getteth che vitory;you will in the Lords mercy get 
the victory, what reck of your wounds then; And we will (:6 
down on our knees, & craveit to you of God, in the Name 
of Jeſus, After I had prayed ( ſhe ſaid ) God for thy belo- 


ved Son Jeſus ſake,fee to my-milter, ſuccor me, Now ye ars 


witneſs fo that, that ye would have had that I feek it lefu; 
Name, Bleſſed be God, foritis faid, Seek on, and I will 
pledoe my ſoul for yours , that ye ſhall be fafe, Seek mutt I 
(faid ſhe) and eek will I, though he ſhould ding me back to 
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the bottom of the ſea ; and charpe the whole family that þx 
they do the lik>,as you do to me; for come well, come wo, 'W 
they will get a ſhare of it, I will (ſaid I) for they oughtis 


concure With you, | 
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 fatan binds up my heart, But pray ({'d 7) 
warrand to pray it, I cannot call bim Father the is the Fa. | 


--not given me; I cannot find a warrand that I am bis; alice, 


20 The conflitt in Conſcience 


The next time that I vitited her, and demanded how ſhe 
did? She anſwered, The lite of the cody is not like to gc 
out,and comfort is not like to,come into the foul, Yet wai 
Beſſie , in hope, and give not over, it will come, I know. 
( faid ſhe ) your tales and tidings, but cannot find thengr, 
true 2 Alace, that ever I came mto the woild , I am nat, 
booked , I am not baptized, I am net written in the book$| 
of life, Iam ner baptized with the right baptiſm , I canzloy 
not find the fruit of it M, Bethe ( faid I ) 1 am foryh 
that I find you not as [left you, Continued you not callingh 
en God in Chriſfts Name, as yon promifed + She anſwered, þy 
I was the worle of the words that you cauſed me tofay?Iamfn 
ever {ince a thouſand times more troubled then before,Bel-] 

fie , the words have not the wite , it is ſatat thatrageth be-zt 
fore he be caft out : and your trouble the nearer the hight, 
chenearer is the delivery;and although your Phyfick be bit-h 
ter,yetit will have good effe&,No trouble is joyous cr plea«F$ 
ſant for the prefent, &c, Hb, 12, The Lord who will not} 
fee the hand of the wicked ly long upon the back ot the 
righteous, 2/al, r25, 3, will noylert his own hand , which is} 
heavier then the band of the wicked , ly long ; he will ſend þ 
the iſſue with the tentation, x, Cor, 15, 1 3, Wherefore heark- | 
en not ( Beſhe ) fo ſatans ſuggeſtions. that your heart be nat | 
bound'vp that you pray not, That is / faid ſhe ) a true tale, þ 


| ) againſt ic 5 lay the 
Lords Prayer, I can (faid ſhe) fay the words, but Ikhavenao 


ther of the faithful alone , but chat privii-doe of children is + 


that ever I was the curſed ground wheregn the ill ſeed was 


wen, M, Belhe , the more miſerabl= vou find yoar (elf, 
_the more meet are you to go tothe Savior for mercy, 
v 


ail 


ot: ( ſaid ſhe }-wotthy that he ſheuld give me any grace or 


4 
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of Beſſie Glerkſon, _— 
g M, Beſſie,none is worthy; and if he gave to the worthy. 
A1is olory 23nd praiſe would be the leſs; but in this IS bis 
Snercy magnified , that he manitelteth it on the miſerable : 
nd this is a fault in us, that we are ever feeking (@mething 
kn our felves which would derogat from the praiſe of his 
WGorace as preſumption and deſperation are dangerous rocks 
Kthat many run 0n:and thisisa thicd, and as dangerous as any 
lot them and the rather , that ic is not faon ſeen or taken up, 
'yve are ay ſeeking ſomething in our ſelves that ſhould com- 
8nend us to God , as if we could not be ſaved , except we 
J,kvere perfect, as it our awn innocency,and nat Geds mercy 
nn Chciſts merits, were the warrand of our ſalvation, 

-4 B, 1 cannot fpeak the word can pleaſe you, no net them 
2- that came out of my bowels ; how then can it pleaſe the 


t Lord ; Mine own hand and fatao lets me not believe, and 


Þy ubbelief draweth down all the ill of the werld, and you 
Þook me. and carries my namy in manie airts, but I canngt 
hendit, M, Bellie, nothing to your prejudice carrie T 
tour name z for why ſhould not the Saints know of- your 
tate ? I pray you, tell me, ſaid ſhe, how the people think 
df me , whether they be blyth or wo ? I will aſfure you, 


jour burden ; as for my felf, I bave'five children fick ef the 
e, Ever, God who knows my heart. is my Witneſs,that I wonld 
1e Jot fo fain have them caifed up in their bodies, as you com- 
19 Þrted in ſpirit, You know your warrand, faid ſhe, 

| M, Ilook to that; I ſeek mercy, But,faid ſhejf I had fpi- 
$ual grace . and could , I would give you areward, Will 
ertoat day dawn that God will draw me a war dring 
zeep tome to himfelt 2 M, Befjie, in Gods mercy , I am 
ured of it, The God, ſaid ſhe, who made heayen and 
th, whohath all power, grant it in mercy 2; Well is them 


30. 
$01 hove,it would mitigate my ſorrow, Beſlie, (aid I, the 
w# Þ B 3 \:- Lord 
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: Peſsie . Gods people mourns with you , and bears a part of 


r ever {inds his favor, but wo to them that feels his feed + 
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\ penſeth the delay of judgement coward the wicked, with th 


- deareſt Saints, and withdraw himſelf from their tight a 


- . and breakthrough all impediments of terrors, b 
_ utbelief, or what elſe, thrimble through all , and he 
 comeleaping over the mountains of your fins, and hills] 


22 The conflift in Conſcience 
Lord who by a ſecret grace underprops and ſuſtains you 
new, will in bis own time, by a ſenſible grace;and by his tel 
preſence, abundantly comfort your foui,jin ſuch lort, that th 
weight and grievouſneſs of the temptation and trouble, ang 
delay of-time , ſhal be recompented with unſpeakable joy; 
that you your ſelf (hal confeſs the one light,in regard of th 
other,not to be worthy of it : as by the contrary, he recom 


heavier weight of wrath, Happie,ſaid ſhe, are they w 
faffer for Chris ſake, for righteouſneſs ſake, they will b 
comforted now and then ; but they that ſuffer for tin, wit 
out ſenſe of his favor, comtortlefs is their condition, Will on 
go through the eartb, up and down, to and fro, where wi 
they find a weari: d wight till they come tome? And yo 
that hear me, with the pith of prayer that I can. I ask of Go 
that you never koow the way that I am in : it is lack of taith 
that is my loſs ; want of faith is my wrack, Ily undec fearf 
weigtits, and wanteth faith to get the remiſſion of them, 
ar fallen without a reſurretion, My Judge is my partie 4 
have no claim to his mercie, I have no ground of faith 
fafter:grips on him, I find not a ſpark of light,and I find r 
fruit of your prayers, albeit I hear them, No' Chriitian ſhou q 
C@me near me, + 
M, Beſsie , the Lord will oft, for good cauſes, deſert 


-} 


ſenſe of their-humiliation and inſtruQtion ( that they co x 


- notgrace natural ) for their greater confolation when þ._ 
-- cometh again,and for your provocation : follow after hif.. 
when, he withdraweth his grace,and yet it is not a real, h 
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2 {uppeſed delertion t wherefore ſeek his ſentible preſent 
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 'B, ShalI ſeek hot water under cold yce ; Ihavenoe 
Kome in the preciſe and bleſſed hour of grace, I am come 


of Beſſie Clerkſon, 


bchind ; and where you will me to pray , wherefore ſerves 
he prayer that glorifieth not God ? 

M, Beſlie , ir is yet the acceptable time : and he who is 
ound of them that ſeek him not, will much more reveat 
imſelf to him that feeketh, And as for prayer, by it you 
reatlie glorifie Godztor you acknowledge your milerie and 
eceſlitie, and that he is God ; whonot enlie knows yeur 
tiferie and neceſsitie but is both willing and able to help the 
ame : and we have not onlie his command to pray, but alſo 
is premiſe to bz heard, x 


NC 


31] be ſeen on the whole wack. 
After this. when I bad read ſome comfortable places to 
"ther, and prayed for her , ſhe cryed out, and doubled it oft, 


x TO bleſſed are they that have that ſpirit of prayer ? O bleſſed 
Þre they, 


J, 


"Þone, ſhe being greatlie extenuat and worn , what by hea- 


_ vie ficknets on ber bodie , what by this longſome and fear- 
© Ful exerciſe on her foul, death on a ſaddentie dealt with her 


eart, that her words and ſpeach failed her : but in preſence. : 


q Þf diverſe witneſſes,her hands and eyes were heaved to the 
I pirit, And althongh it pleaſed our gracious God ( whoin 
2 Pis great, wiſdom worketh after diverſe ſorts with his own ) 
-0Fo let us hear out of her @wn mouth of the gloriaus vittorie, 
* þnd unſpeakable joyes that be had given her inwardlie in 
oy ſoul; yet Iam ſure there is none that is illuminas from 
"Pore,and taught to diſcern ſpirituallie , that will any way 
= doubt 


_ 


ox 
W, 


B. Then all break his commands ,and chiefly I, and lo + 


Ow as for tae end of this Confli&, and death of this F 
dear daughter of Abraham, in April 1625, I being at 
laſgow at the Proyincial Afſemblie , the Lord called her | 
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Þeavens.and fo giving that ſign of victorie, ſhe rendered her 
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24 The confiift in Conſcience | 

douht of her bleſſed delivrance, albeit no outward ſign bat 
been teen, Yea, it was a wonderful mercie . that God _ { 
lang under ſuch horrors, held her own hand out of her ſelf 
which art laſt with ber eyes ſhe lifted up to the heavens, wher 
her tpeach couldnot expreſs her inward feeling ot an un 


oy 


ſpeakable joy , and yiftorious faith, 

Onlie herein we have our warning to be wiſe in time, and 
to get oy] in eur lamps , and not to pleaſe our ſelves with 
emptie lamps, and with a bare ſhow of an antward profel. 
fion ; but labor to have alivelie and effetual faith in thi 
depth of our ſouls ; for conceit of opinion will feem ſafh 
cient, till we be put at, which will not do our turn,nor ſtant 
x: in ſtead in the fiecie tryal, 
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